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My research interests are wide and 
varied but have always centered 

upon aspects of probability theory. 
In recent years I have been study-
ing stochastic modeling of biological 
processes, particularly mathematical 
epidemiology — the mathematical 
study of the spread of disease. 

In 1985, I enrolled in a graduate 
course on applied stochastic processes 
at U.C. Santa Barbara. The profes-
sor was Joe Gani—whose beautiful 
lectures on applied probability were 
simultaneously stimulating and pro-
found. The effects of that course still 
influence me today. I left Santa Bar-
bara with an MA in mathematics, and 
went on to obtain my PhD in math-
ematics studying abstract probability 
at U.C. Riverside in 1992.

My interests in applications of math-
ematics have always directed my stud-
ies. In 1999, I wrote a small article on 

the effect of random catastrophes on 
populations. After searching through 
the various journals, I found that The 
Mathematical Scientist had published 
several articles in related areas. As fate 
would have it, Joe Gani is the editor of 
this journal. 

My submission of this article to The 
Mathematical Scientist (it appeared 
in the volume for 2000, pages 32–36) 
began a renewed friendship. Joe had 
retired from U.C. Santa Barbara and 
returned to Australia. We began to 
correspond. We regularly exchanged 
emails about life, politics, mathemat-
ics, and, especially, jokes. Over the 
years, our friendship grew. Although 
I had not seen him since 1987, it was 
clear Joe and I had many common 
interests. He was always keenly inter-
ested in hearing of my children and 
their accomplishments.

Late in 2004, Joe invited me to visit 
him at the Australian National Uni-
versity (ANU). Joe is a member of 
the Stochastic Analysis Group of the 
Centre for Mathematics and Applica-
tions at the ANU, which is the premier 
research university in Australia. It was 
recently rated 16th in the world rank-
ing of universities in the Times Higher 
Education survey. ANU is located in 
Canberra, the capital of the country, 
and is partly patterned after the Ox-
ford and Cambridge style of educa-
tion. It has a vibrant visitors program, 
which provides accommodation and 
living stipends for visiting fellows. 

My initial visit to the ANU in Sep-
tember 2005 began the most fruitful 
collaboration of my career. That initial 
visit laid the groundwork for Joe and 

me to continue to collaborate “across 
the Pacific.” During that first year, we 
jointly wrote and published several 

papers. I returned again to the ANU 
during August and September of 2006 
and Joe and I began to make plans for 
me to return for an extended visit. 

I was eligible for a Sabbatical leave 
from the California State Polytech-
nic University, Pomona during the 
2007–08 academic year. Bronwen 
Whiting, one of the faculty members 
of the School of Finance and Applied 
Statistics at the ANU, was going to be 
on maternity leave, so it was my good 
fortune to be offered two courses by 
Professor Terry O’Neill, head of the 
school. In return for my lecture duties, 
the ANU would fly my wife, myself, 
and our four children to Australia, as 
well as provide us with living accom-
modations and a stipend. To be able to 
take my family “Down Under” to live 
and work for an extended period was 
the chance of a lifetime.

The initial part of our trip would be 
a holiday in Fiji. I knew that once we 
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were in Australia life would resume 
its busy pace, even though we were in 
another country. After much plan-
ning, we departed the States on June 
25, 2007, traveling via Fiji to Canberra. 
We arrived in Canberra on July 3rd and 
quickly discovered just how cold it is 
at that time of the year in Australia. It 
was 3º C. Having just come from Fiji 
and, before that, Southern California, 
we thought that was very cold!

We stayed at a comfortable three-
bedroom house on campus. This 
house, at 8 Liversidge Street, is the last 
of the cottages that the university uses 
for visitors. Built in 1913, it is Heri-
tage Listed and has been beautifully 
restored. What a perfect place for a 
family of six to live! 

Once we settled into our new home in 
Canberra, life began its usual routine. 
Australians are warm and inviting, and 
we soon grew accustomed to life there. 
My oldest daughter, Kaelin, attended 
Campbell High School. She would 
have me report here that her experi-
ence there was “the best” and that 
“Australian teenagers are more sincere 
and caring than their American coun-
terparts.” She remains in contact with 
many of the “mates” she made there. 

The ANU offered us many opportuni-
ties. Robyn, my second oldest daugh-

ter, studied flute with a 
world-class flutist, Lina 
Andonovska (19 years 
old), an internationally 
recognized performer 
who has just completed 
her honours degree in 
music at the ANU.

All members of the fac-
ulty, particularly Terry 
O’Neill and Michael 
Martin, made me very 
welcome in the School of 

Finance and Applied Statistics. During 
our stay, I gave two lecture courses at 
the ANU: one large section (more than 
300 students) of elementary statistics 
and one section on marketing research 
methods, a tough course for a mathe-
matician to teach to business students. 
Needless to say, I learned a lot.

The family flourished while we were 
there; we took every opportunity to 
travel and visit sites. As the nation’s 
capital, Canberra always has “some-
thing on” — from museums to art 
galleries to concerts and plays. We 
were always busy locally. We visited 
everything the Capital had to offer, 
from the National Museum to the War 
Memorial and Bungendore, an idyllic 
“bush” community. We also took every 
chance we could to take extended 
trips. 

The time I spent working and study-
ing with Joe Gani was brilliant. I have 
learned so much from our collabo-
rations. During our stay, Joe and I 
wrote and published eight papers on 
such diverse topics as modeling the 
spread of a carrier-borne epidemic, 
the common cold, and polymer chain 
reactions of enzymes. Additionally, 
Joe and I finished editing a volume of 
collected papers on applied probabil-
ity for the Journal of Statistical Theory 
and Practice. Joe has been a mentor 

and collaborator for me and, perhaps 
more importantly, he has enjoyed the 
role of being the children’s “Australian 
grandfather.” They truly adore him and 
his company.

Our time in Australia ended all too 
quickly. We left Canberra on the Janu-
ary 6, 2008 and traveled home via New 
Zealand. We have returned from our 
journey, but its memory and our expe-
riences linger on within us. I continue 
to collaborate with Joe. 

Since the family and I returned, Joe 
and I have written and published sev-
eral more papers. In September 2008, 
I made my fourth trip to the ANU to 
work with Joe. I feel very lucky indeed 
to have had this opportunity of con-
necting with Australia and my many 
Australian colleagues. I cannot wait to 
go back “Down Under” again.
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